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1 . IN DISCUSSING OUR RESPONSE TO FINGESI LETTER WITH 
AMBASSADOR EASUM, HE SUGGESTED DESIRABLE FOR EMBASSY TO 
LOOK OVER PROPOSED DRAFT, (PARA 2). WE NOTE THAT 

FINGESI S LETTER IS NOT AN INVITATION TO THE USG TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE FESTIVAL, NOR IS IT AN EXPLICIT 
REQUEST FOR FUNDS FROM THE USG. OUR RESPONSE HAS BEEN 
DRAFTED WITH THOSE POINTS IN MIND. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
POST COMMENTS BEFORE WE PUT LETTER INTO FINAL FORM FOR 
MR. RICHARDSON'S SIGNATURE. 

2. DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND 
LETTER OF GREETINGS, DATED JUNE 21, 1976. I WOULD ALSO 

LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR THE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE FESTIVAL. 

AS I EXPRESSED TO YOU IN MAY IN WASHINGTON, THE UNITED 
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PARTICIPATION IN THE SECOND WORLD BLACK AND AFRICAN 
FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND CULTURE. IT WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE WORLD THE VITALITY AND CACCOMPLISH- 
MENTS OF THE AMERICAN BLACK COMMUNITY. TO THAT END, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS ALREADY GIVEN FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
TO THE NORTH AMERICAN FESTIVAL COMMITTEE TO ASSIST IT IN 
ITS IMPORTANT ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACTIVITIES. THE COMMITTEE HAS ALSO RECEIVED A GRANT 
FROM THE NATIONAL ENDOEMENT FOR THE ARTS. 

I HOPE THAT WITH THIS DEMONSTRATION OF SUPPORT FROM THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. THE COMMITTEE WILL BE ABLE TO 
GAIN THE SUPPORT OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN THE UNITED 
STATES TO FINANCE THE TRANSPORTATION AND RELATED EXPENSES 
OF THE AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS IN THE LAGOS FESTIVAL. 

AMERICAN REPRESENTATION WILL BE MOST EFFECTIVE IF IT 
REFLECTS THE MORAL AND FINANCIAL COMMITMENT OF A BROAD 
SPECTRUM OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, THE ASSURANCES OF MY 
HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. JOHN RICHARDSON, ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS. KISSINGER 
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